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The United States has been using lies to go to war since 1846, when Americans who believed in manifest
destiny sought to expand to the Pacific Ocean at the expense of Mexico, acquiring by force of arms
California and what were to become the southwestern states. In 1898 the U.S. picked up the pieces of a
dying Spanish Empire in a war that was driven by American imperialists and the yellow dog reporting of the
Hearst Newspaper chain. And then came World War 1, World War 2, and Korea, all avoidable and all
enabled by deliberate lying coming out of Washington.
BookmarkMore recently, we have seen Vietnam with its Gulf of Tonkin fabrication, Granada and Panama
with palpably ridiculous pretexts for war, Iraq with its nonexistent weapons of mass destruction, Afghanistan
with its lies about bin Laden, Libya and its false claims about Gaddafi, and most recently Syria and Iran with
allegations of an Iranian threat to the United States and lies about Syrian use of barrel bombs and chemical
weapons. And if one adds in the warnings to Russia over Ukraine, a conflict generated by Washington when
it brought about regime change in Kiev, you have a tissue of lies that span the globe and bring with them
never-ending conflict to advance the American imperium.
So lies go with the American Way of War, but the latest twist and turns in the Middle East are bizarre even
by Washington’s admittedly low standards of rectitude. On the 5th of June, Saudi Arabia led a gaggle of
Arab and Muslim nations that included the United Arab Emirates, Egypt and Bahrain to cut off all diplomatic,
commercial and transport links with Qatar, effectively blockading it. Qatar is currently isolated from its
neighbors, subject to sanctions, and there have even been Saudi threats of going to war against its tiny
neighbor. Salman al-Ansari, the president of the Saudi American Public Relation Affairs Committee, even
tweeted: “To the emir of Qatar, regarding your alignment with the extremist government of Iran and your
abuse of the Custodian of the two sacred mosques, I would like to remind you that Mohammed Morsi [of
Egypt] did exactly the same and was then toppled and imprisoned.”
It is the second time the Saudis have moved against Qatar. Two years ago, there was a break in diplomatic
relations, but they were eventually restored. This time, the principal allegation being directed against Qatar
by Riyadh is that it supports terrorism. The terrorist groups that it allegedly embraces are Hamas, Hezbollah
and the Muslim Brotherhood, Morsi’s affiliation. Hezbollah and Hamas are close to Iran which is perhaps
the real reason for their being singled out as many would call them resistance movements or even
legitimate political parties rather than terrorists. And the Iran connection is critical as Qatar has been under
fire for allegedly saying nice things about trying to respect and get along with Tehran, undoubtedly
somewhat motivated by its joint exploitation with Iran of a vast gas field in the Persian Gulf.
Qatar’s ownership of al-Jazeera also has been a sore point with the Saudis and other Gulf states as its
reporting has often been critical of developments in the region, criticisms that have often rankled the Saudi
monarchy and the Egyptians. It has been accused of spreading propaganda for “militant groups.” One of the
Saudi demands to permit Qatar to again become a “normal” Arab Gulf state would be to close down the
network.
The terrorism claims by the Saudis are, of course, hypocritical. Both Qatar and Saudi Arabia are well known
as sponsors of Salafist terrorism, including the funding and arming of groups like ISIS and the various alQaeda franchises, to include al-Nusra. Much of the money admittedly comes from private individuals and is
often channeled through Islamic charities, but both Qatar and Saudi Arabia have been extremely lax in their
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enforcement of anti-terror and money laundering regulations. In a 2009 State Department memo signed off
on by Hillary Clinton it was stated that “donors in Saudi Arabia constitute the most significant source of
funding to Sunni terrorist groups worldwide.” Qatar, meanwhile, has been described as a “permissive
environment for terrorist financing.”
The Saudis also have considerable blood on their hands by way of their genocidal assault on neighboring
Yemen. In addition, the Saudi Royal House has served as the principal propagator of Wahhabism, the
virulently fundamentalist version of Islam that provides a form of religious legitimacy to terror while also
motivating many young Muslims to join radical groups.
The falling out of two Gulf Arab regimes might be a matter of relatively little importance but for the
unnecessary intervention of President Donald Trump in the quarrel. He has taken credit for the burgeoning
conflict, implying that his recent visit to the region set the stage for the ostracizing of Qatar. His twitter on the
affair, posted on June 6 th, read ““So good to see the Saudi Arabia visit with the King and 50 countries
already paying off. They said they would take a hard line on funding extremism, and all reference was
pointing to Qatar. Perhaps this will be the beginning of the end to the horror of terrorism!” And he again
came down on Qatar on June 9th during a press conference.
Trump’s tweets might well be regarded as simply maladroit, driven by ignorance, but they could also provide
a glimpse of a broader agenda. While in the Middle East, Trump was bombarded with anti-Iranian
propaganda coming from both Israel and the Saudis. An escalation of hostilities with the intention of starting
an actual war involving the United States to take down Iran is not unimaginable, particularly as the Israelis,
who have already endorsed the Saudi moves, have been arguing that option and lying about the threat
posed by Tehran for a number of years.
A war against Iran would be very popular both with the U.S. congress and the mainstream media, so it
would be easy to sell to the American public. The terrorist attack in Tehran on June 6th that killed 17 is being
blamed in some Iranian circles on the Saudis, a not unreasonable assumption. ISIS has claimed
responsibility for the attack but it must also be observed that both the Saudis and Israelis have good
connections with the terrorist group. But if the possibility of a possible Saudi hand is true or even plausibly
so, it guarantees a rise in tension and an incident at sea could easily be contrived by either side to escalate
into a shooting war. The United States would almost inevitably be drawn in, particularly in light of Trump’s
ridiculous comment on the tragedy, tweeting that Iran is“falling victim to the evil they promote.”
There is also other considerable collateral damage to be reckoned with as a consequence of the Trump
intervention even if war can be avoided. Qatar hosts the al-Udeid airbase, the largest in the Middle East,
which is home to 10,000 U.S. servicemen and serves as the Combined Air and Space Operations Center
for Washington and its allies in the region and beyond. Now the United States finds itself squarely in the
middle of a fight between two alleged friends that it doesn’t have to involve itself in, an intervention that will
produce nothing but bad results. Backing Saudi Arabia in this quarrel serves no conceivable American
interest, particularly if the ultimate objective is to strike at a non-threatening Iran. So the fallback position is
to lie about what the support for the aggressive Saudi posturing really means – it is alleged to be about
terrorism, which is always a popular excuse for government overreach.
And the ultimate irony is that when it comes to terrorism the United States itself does not emerge without
fault. As early as 2011, the U.S. was arming Syrian dissidents from the arsenals in Libya, flying in weapons
to Turkey to hand over to the rebels. Many of the weapons, as well as those provided to Iraqi forces, have
wound up in the hands of ISIS and al-Nusrah. U.S. advisers training rebels have conceded that it is
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impossible to determine the politics of many of those receiving instruction and weapons, an observation that
has also been made by the Obama White House and by his State Department.
So watch the lies if you want to know when the next war is coming. If the House of Saud, the Israelis and
Donald Trump are talking trash and seem to agree about something then it is time to head for the bomb
shelter. Will it be Iran or an escalating catastrophe in Syria? Anything is possible.
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